Congress of the AUnited States
Washington, DE 20515

October 25, 2017

The Honorable Eric Hargan, Acting Secretary
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20201

The Honorable Seema Verma, Administrator
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Acting Secretary Hargan and Administrator Verma:

We write today regarding the calendar year (CY) 2019 Home Health Groupings Model (HHGM)
that is included in the CY2018 Home Health Prospective Payment System proposed rule
published in the Federal Register on July 28, 2017. Specifically, we ask that the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) refrain from finalizing the proposed HHGM until
affected stakeholders can fully analyze and understand the impact of the proposed changes.

Home health is a critical and cost-effective service for our constituents and the millions of
seniors and people with disabilities who rely on it for treatment and high-quality care in the
environment they prefer — their home.

We have heard from a number of stakeholders who are concerned that the proposed rule lacks
key methodology and data points. Complete information is essential for home health agencies to
be able to accurately estimate the impact of the proposed HHGM on patient access and provider
resources. It is essential that those most affected by the proposed rule have the opportunity, as
well as the necessary information, to evaluate any consequences prior to the CMS finalizing the
proposed reforms.

According to CMS estimates, the HHGM model and other changes included in the proposed rule
are not budget neutral and could reduce Medicare reimbursements for home health services by as
much as $950 million in 2019 alone. While we support efforts to increase efficiencies in
Medicare, we believe this must be done in a prudent manner that does not compromise access to
care for the increasing number of seniors and veterans who depend on these services to remain
healthy and at home in their communities.

We agree and share CMS’ stated goal of more closely aligning home health reimbursements with

the patients’ clinical needs. To that end, we ask that CMS not include the HHGM proposal in its
final CY 2018 Home Health Prospective Payment System rulemaking and instead work with
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relevant stakeholders, including home health agencies, providers and patient groups, in a more
inclusive process as you develop and implement payment reforms.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and we look forward to working with you on these
important matters.

Sincerely
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Member of Congress Member of Congress

Steve Scalise Earl Blumenaur

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Garret Graves Leonard Lance

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress

M el W .
us M. Bilirakis Johnson
Member of Congress Member of Congress



ya
es R. Langevi Judy Chu

Member of Congress Member of Congress
Ted Deutch Mia Lovz
Member of Congress Member of Congress
) ﬂq/
MP yné&, Jr. t T. King
Member of Congress , Member of Cengress
Clay Higgi /Mike Doyle

Member of Congress

er of Congress

Peter Welch
Member of Congress

G i "Mt %f«

Brian Babin Niki Tsongas
Member of Congress Member of Congress
/4/”*2 e IULDE s
Keith Rothtus Michael Capuano
Member of Congress Member of Congress
ie Watson Coleman Albio Sies

Member of Congress

@LLC(/M

yan/Costello
er of Congress

Member of Congress

Louie Gohmert
Member of Congress Me




Mdolle: g B

Michelle Lujan Grisham
Member of Congress

ConbinyZ—

Chellie Pingree
Memb Congress
_\_

Scott DesJarlais, M.D.
Member of Congress

John J. Faso
Member of Congress

L /uwlb@

Member of Congress

K@’C@hﬁ

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

g

Peter A. DeFazio
Member of Congress

Dol 67 Thew
Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson

Member of Congress

Jiofo

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Sea
Member of Congress

William R. Keating %

Member of Congress

Robert B. Aderholt
Member of Congress

‘}véd&\

Betty m
Member of Congress

Trent Ffanks
Member of Congress

l“!lu(“r\
Seth Moulton

Member of Congress

) N7 —

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

M7

id B. McKinley, P.E.
iber of Congress




Derek Kilmer - Michael R. Turner
Member of Congress Member of Congress

g bl L o, ot

Colleen Hanabusa Earl L. ‘Buddy’ Carter
Member of Congress

Ol

Christopher H. Smith
r of Congress Member of Congress

bﬁ P - / —
", g W, i
aul A. Gosar, DTS John Katko
Member of Congress Member of Congre
Nydia M. Velazquez éz/z Beatty
Member of Congress ember of Congress
A KD ame) L (Mt
Avi Doris Matsui
; (Congress Member of Congress

: o{— ow Ban.QUctzk
cee L. Hastings u Barletta

Member of Congress mbﬁ of Congress
ongrdss

Danny
mb

/
€

Diana DeGette Tient Kelly
Member of Congress mber of C

Ann MclLane Kuster
Member of Congress




(o]

McNerny ohn Buitherford
Member of Congress Member of Congfess
’ Conk ShooLaan
A
ph P. Kénnedy? III Carol Shea-Porter
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Bill Shuster \\Md togersz: ;
Mem(zess Member of Congress

Ron Kind ohn Lewis
Me[nber of Congress ember of Congress

Makha Roby 47@ John B.LMSOKM*\
Member of Congre Member of Congress

Zhidh Stens, J%Q“,—._b

Linda T. Sanchez

Steve Pearce

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Elise Stefanik W«/{ Lgise M. SﬁW
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi Dave Brat

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Katherine Clark ave Trott

Memberof Congress Member of Congress



T i P

er of Congress

j Frank A. LoBiondo
Member of Congress

Z
7 g2 K ~D
Ben Ray Lujan
Member of Congress

reg?ny W. Meeks
Member of Congress

Pete Sessions
Member of Congress

Utnid Webetir

Daniel Webster
Member of Congress

Tulst Calard-

Tulsi Gabbard
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

race F. !\élpblitang

ember of Congress

Henry C. “Hgﬁt” John Jr.

Member of Congress

\)

ed Polis

ezber of oniress
“

Chris Collins
Member of Congress

Crngy. Mg

gg narper
Member of Congress

Lo
Tim Walberg
Member of Co SS

D eusrid Wf

David Kustoff
Member of Congress

Jack Bergnlan
Member of Co

dey C. Arrington
Member of Congress



é;;m?;onmici Robert A. Brady E

Member of Congress Member of Congress

7o D reshy

Mo Brooks
mbser of Congress

Cheri Bustos
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke

Member of Congress

Barbara Comstock
Member of Congress

Charlie Crist
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Do

— odney Davis

mber of Con Member of Congress
John K. Delaney I\M(%agimer !
Member of Congress Membgf|of Congress
\ ow FMAW‘Q/L_/
Tom Emmer Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress Member of Congress



/g N %Mw

Ron Estes Dwight Evans
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Zel:arenthold

Member of Congress

A

JgEh Gottheimer Al Green
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Richard Hudson

ber of Congress Member ?:r:\g:iywm
: Walter Jones5 Doug Lamborn

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Rick Larsen Barbara Lee

Member of Congress Member of Congress

ason Lewis Davi! f!oebsacE
Member of Congress Member of Congress
PN
Tom MacArthur Carolyn B” Maloney
Member of Congress Member of Congress
" Q - m\ . o
A : OOW"O d /Vl ‘5 ochan

Brian Mast A. Donald McEachin

Member of Congress Member of Congress



L

Mark Meadows Gwen Moore
Member of Congress Member of Congress
316’109 WA “Nadhir

Stephanie Murphy
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

%ourke QO ve v %::ilizo’%?r

Member Member of Congress

d Perlmutter Stacey E. Plaskett q
Member of Congress Member of Congress

A A ho. Dottt

\
lg vy
Bruce Poliquin ohn Ratcliffe

Member of Congress Member of Congress
Koo
“QAASE s, Lovharn_
Kathleen M. Rice Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress Membepof Congre
) L))
Phil Roe, M.D. odd Rokita
Member of Congress Member of Congress
e SN e
Dennis A. Ross | Lu oybalfAllard
Member of Congress Member of Congress
'Rauguiz, M.DE Tim Ryan %
Member of Congress Member of Congress

10



Adam B. Schlff
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Vargas
Member of Congress

Ted Y o, D.V.M.
Member of Congress

Zl

Lee Zeldin
Member of Congress

D"‘—Qﬂ-’ M

Val Demings
Member of Congress

. ¢
St s oloa
Dan Kildee
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

S miam

Scott Tipton
Member of Congress

Gk X

Paul Tonko
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz

Member of Congress

on Young
Member of

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress
ofgren
ber of Congr SS
Thomas Massie
Member of Congress

11



