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Federal Railroad Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Administrator Bose:

I am writing to request a follow-up meeting to discuss a recent increase in blocked rail crossings in the
Birmingham area. In just the last two weeks, my constituents were impacted by a rail car catching fire in
Birmingham, as well as two derailments in Walker and Shelby County. These incidents disrupted the entire
rail system in the region and led to trains blocking street level crossings for multiple days.

As you know, blocked crossings create extended delays for commuters, hinder emergency vehicle access
to neighborhoods, and create an unacceptable safety risk for residents trying to find alternative routes
around the blocked crossings. Also, | have been alarmed to hear that pedestrians, including children, are
crossing in-between the rail cars on foot, creating a serious safety risk. This is unacceptable!

| want to thank you, Secretary Buttigieg, and the Biden Administration for your commitment to address
this issue. The passage of the historic Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act will make transformative
investments in our country’s rail infrastructure, including $3 billion in rail crossing safety improvements
and $5 billion for rail improvement and safety grants.

Moreover, | would like to personally thank you for traveling to Birmingham last October to hear directly
from impacted constituents and tour the Harris Homes community. As you know, the City of Birmingham
was recently awarded a $800,000 federal Reconnecting Communities Pilot Program grant, which will help
our communities establish a comprehensive plan to reconnect neighborhoods that have been divided by
rail lines for generations. Also, the cities of Birmingham and Trussville have partnered with Norfolk
Southern to apply for a $10 million Railroad Crossing Elimination planning grant. This funding will allow
us to begin addressing the core of the problem in the Birmingham region, which begins at the railyard in
East Birmingham.

Our communities know that significant modernization of the entire rail infrastructure ecosystem in
Alabama is required, and that these projects will take time to complete. However, we must all do more to
reduce the frequency and length of blocked crossings until we can implement a long-term solution.
Moreover, the rail companies must be held accountable as the federal government invests billions of
dollars to modernize America’s rail systems.

I want to thank you again for your continued partnership as we work together to address this crisis. |look
forward to talking with you soon so that we can discuss immediate solutions to the blockage issue while
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also continuing to focus on comprehensive, long-term projects that will provide lasting relief to my
communities. Thank you for your assistance, and | look forward to meeting with you soon. Please feel free
to contact my Legislative Director at Robert.Nuttall@mail.house.gov if you have any questions..

Sincerely,

Jone Sl
Terri A. Sewell

Member of Congress



