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To Veterans, Service-members, and familieso f Al a b”hDiBlajc@, s 7

It goes without saying that we are grateful and forever thankful for the privileges that we enjoy as a nation
because of the sacrifices of the brave men and women who have answered the call to serve in our armed
forces, and for the families and communities that support them back home.

Understanding the debt we owe to serve you as you transition back into your communities, my staff and |
are committed to ensuring that we are here to support that process in any way possible. We therefore
have compiled this Veterans Resource Guide to assist you in successfully navigating back into civilian
life while obtaining the proper benefits and assistance you have earned through your service.

| hope you find this guide helpful. Resources from the federal, state, and local government, as well as
other service-related programs are all made available to you in this resource. Should you need any
additional information on programs or issues covered in this guide, or if you have problems accessing
your benefits, please feel free to contact my office nearest you. Again, thank you for your service!

Sincerely,

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress
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Casework Assistance
Availableto Al a b a mA @osaressional District

Al a b a nfeCongresgional District has four offices to assist you with any questions you may
have about Veteran resources and to help guide you through federal inquiries. Each office has
caseworkers ready to serve Veterans who reside within the 7" Congressional District. Visit my
website: https://sewell.house.gov/email-me and let us know how we can help.

A Congressional Office: How We Can Help

OneofaCongres si onal Of f i c eidtesercems am advacatedadr ¢omstittents who
may be experiencing process issues with a federal agency. | have dedicated district staff that
stands ready to assist you. Our office can help with a variety of issues, including, but not limited
to, issues with:

Federal Tax returns or the IRS;

Social Security claims or benefits;

The Office of Personnel Management or the Department of Labor;
The Department of Veterans Affairs;

The Department of Defense;

The US Postal Service including delivery problems or bad service;
Passports, visas, or immigration cases.

=A =4 =4 4 -4 -4 4

Our offices can help with issues dealing with federal agencies. We, however, are not able to
assist in situations that involve state or local government, or any legal matters involving the
court system. The role of our office is that of an advocate.

2201 Rayb_urn House Office Bldg. 101 South Lawrence Street
Washington, DC 20515 Montgomery Co. Courthouse Anx. 3
(202) 225-2665 (334) 262-1919
Birmingham Office Selma Office Tuscaloosa Office
2 20" Street N, Suite 1130 908 Alabama Avenue 2501 7™ Street, Suite 300
B|rm|ngham, AL 35203 Federal BU|Id|ng, Suite 112 Tuscaloosa’ AL 35401
(205) 254-1960 Selma, AL 36701 (205) 752-5380

(334) 877-4414


https://sewell.house.gov/email-me
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Our office can provide you services if you reside within our 13 Counties
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*To locate your Congressional Office outside the 7™ District,
Visit: http://www.house.gov/representatives/find/
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State of Alabama
U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs Resources

U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs National Website contains a by city and county directory of
Veterans Health Facilities: https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/state.asp?STATE=AL&dnum=ALL#div1l

VA Medical Centers

* Birmingham: Birmingham VA Medical Center

700 South 19th Street | Birmingham, AL 35233
Phone: 205-933-8101

* Montgomery: Central Alabama Veterans Health Care System West Campus

215 Perry Hill Road | Montgomery, AL 36109
Phone: 334-272-4670 | 800-214-8387

% Tuscaloosa: Tuscaloosa VA Medical Center

3701 Loop Rd. East | Tuscaloosa, AL 35404
Phone: 205-554-2000 | 888-269-3045

Tuskegee: Central Alabama Veterans Health Care System East Campus

2400 Hospital Road | Tuskegee, AL 36083
Phone: 334-727-0550 | 800-214-8387

Alabama Out-patient Clinics

Dothan: Dothan Mental Health Clinic

753 Ross Clark Cir., Suite 4 | Dothan, AL 36303
Phone: 334-678-1933

* Selma: Selma Outpatient Clinic

206 Vaughan Memorial Drive | Selma, AL 3670
Phone: 334-418-4975

* Located with the 7™ Congressional District


https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/state.asp?STATE=AL&dnum=ALL#div1
http://www.birmingham.va.gov/
http://www.centralalabama.va.gov/
http://www.tuscaloosa.va.gov/
http://www.centralalabama.va.gov/
http://www.centralalabama.va.gov/locations/DothanMHC.asp
http://www.tuscaloosa.va.gov/locations/selma.asp
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Alabama Community Based Out-patient Clinics

Anniston/Oxford Clinic

96 Ali Way Creekside South | Oxford, AL 36203
Phone: 256-832-4141

* Bessemer CBOC

975 9th Avenue, SW-Suite 400
UAB Medical Center West | Bessemer, AL 32055
Phone: 205-428-3495

* Birmingham VA Clinic

2415 7th Avenue South | Birmingham, AL 35233
Phone: 205-933-8101

Childersburg CBOC

151 9th Ave NW | Childersburg, AL 35044
Phone: 256-378-9026

Dothan

2020 Alexander Drive | Dothan, AL 36301
Phone: 334-673-4166

Gadsden CBOC

206 Rescia Ave | Gadsden, AL 35906
Phone: 256-413-7154

Guntersville, AL CBOC

101 Judy Smith Drive | Guntersville, AL 35976
Phone: 256-582-4033

Huntsville Clinic

500 Markaview Drive, NW | Huntsville, AL 35805
Phone: 256-535-3100

Jasper Clinic
1454 Jones Dairy Rd | Jasper, AL 35501

Phone: 205-221-7384

Mobile Outpatient Clinic

1504 Springhill Ave.| Mobile, AL 36604
Phone: 251-219-3900 | 251-219-3900

* Montgomery VA Clinic

8105 Veterans Way | Montgomery, AL 36117
Phone: 800-214-8387

Shoals Area (Florence) Clinic

422 DD Cox Blvd.| Sheffield, AL 35660
Phone: 256-381-9055

VA Outpatient Clinic Monroeville (CBOC)

159 Whetstone Street | Monroeville, AL 36400
Phone: 251-743-5861 | 251-743-5862

Wiregrass CBOC

301 Andrews Avenue | Fort Rucker, AL 36362
Phone: 800-214-8387 X 7831

* Located with the 7" Congressional District


http://www.birmingham.va.gov/locations/Anniston-Oxford.asp
http://www.birmingham.va.gov/locations/bessemer.asp
https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=6420&dnum=All
http://www.birmingham.va.gov/locations/childersburg.asp
http://www.centralalabama.va.gov/locations/dothan.asp
http://www.birmingham.va.gov/locations/gadsden.asp
http://www.birmingham.va.gov/locations/guntersville.asp
http://www.birmingham.va.gov/locations/huntsville.asp
http://www.birmingham.va.gov/locations/jasper.asp
http://www.biloxi.va.gov/locations/MOPC.asp
https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=6413&dnum=All
http://www.birmingham.va.gov/locations/ShoalsArea.asp
https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=6369&dnum=All
http://www.centralalabama.va.gov/locations/Wiregrass.asp

% Birmingham:

Huntsville:

Mobile:

* Montgomery:

-
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Alabama Veteran Centers

Birmingham Vet Center

400 Emery Drive | Birmingham, AL 35244
Phone: 205-212-3122 | 877-927-8387

Madison County Vet Center

415 Church Street, Bldg. H | Huntsville, AL 35801
Phone: 256-539-5775 | 877-927-8387

Mobile Vet Center

3221 Springhill Ave Bldg. 2, Suite C | Mobile, AL 36607
Phone: 251-478-5906 | 877-927-8387

Montgomery Vet Center

4405 Atlanta Highway | Montgomery, AL 36109
Phone: 334-273-7796 X 2263 | 877-927-8387

The Vet Center: Their goal is to provide a broad range of counseling, outreach, and referral
services to eligible veterans in order to help them make a satisfying post-war readjustment to

civilian life.

In an effort to better serve the veteran and family members, upon request Vet Centers will provide services after
normal work hours and/or on weekends. For assistance after hours, weekends, and holidays call: 1-877-WAR-VETS

(1-877-927-8387)

National Veterans Crisis Line: 1-800-273-8255 (press 1) The National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline provides free and confidential emotional support to people in suicidal crisis or emotional
distress 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, across the United States.

7

* Located with the 7" Congressional District


https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=392&dnum=All
https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5918&dnum=All
https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5455&dnum=All
https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5623&dnum=All
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Compensation

To learn more about the compensations offered by the VA visit
http://www.benefits.va.gov/compensation/index.asp

ACCESSING INFORMATION VIA EBENEFITS PORTAL.:

Wh at eBersef fi ? sBenefits is a joint VA/DoD web portal that provides resources and self-
service capabilities to Veterans, Service members, and their families to research, access and
manage their VA and military benefits and personal information.

Some of the features within eBenefits allow Veterans and Service members to access official
military personnel documents, view the status of their disability compensation claim, transfer
entitlement of Post-9/11 Gl Bill to eligible dependents (Service members only), and register for
and update direct deposit information for certain benefits. For a full list of features, see the
reverse side of this fact sheet. New features are being added regularly.

>SicBenefits

My Gateway to Benefit Information

eBenefits is located at www.ebenefits.va.gov.Before Veterans can access and use eBenefits
they must be listed in the Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS) and obtain
a DS Logon. Service members can access eBenefits with a DS Logon or Common Access Card
(CAC). They can choose from two levels of registration, DS Logon Level 1 (Basic) and DS

Logon Level 2 (Premium).

eBenefits Features:

Apply for Veterans benefits online

Check on your compensation or pension

claims status

1 Upload documents to support your

compensation or pension claim

Check Post-9/11 Gl Bill enroliment status

Use the Vet Success employment search

View DoD TRICARE health insurance

Sign up for Veterans' Group Life Insurance

(VGLI) (Time limits apply)

i Search for and select an accredited
representative or organization

1 Check on your appeal status

= =
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Order prescription medications

Message your physician securely

Access your medical file via Blue Button
Utilize the military skills translator and
résumé builder Order medical equipment
such as hearing aid batteries and prosthetic
socks

Generate a VA home loan certificate of
eligibility

Obtain official military personnel documents
such as DD Form 214

Register for and update direct deposit
information for certain benefits

Real-time status and status notifications


http://www.benefits.va.gov/compensation/index.asp
http://www.ebenefits.va.gov/
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HOW TO APPLY FOR AN eBENEFITS ACCOUNT

T

= =

To get a APr éimitsmAe 8 h(&Q) 82G-1000, option 1, then 7 to get
an e-Benefits Representative. They will verify your:

SSN or Claim#
Branch of Service
Date of Birth

Bank Account Number

Amount of Last Deposit
Service Rating
Filed Address
Phone Number

The Representative will also ask for information from two forms of Government ID

Premium accounts are for those currently receiving Compensation, Pension, or

Education benefits. (Pastb enef it s dondét qualify). Upgrades
phone, and rather efficiently once connected.

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION

A person who served in the Armed Forces of the United States and who is unemployed may be
entitled to unemployment compensation based on his/her honorable military or naval

service. Contact the nearest State Unemployment Compensation Claims Office. Pension or
disability payments provided by the United States to the individuals who have completed the
period of military service may disqualify such individual from receiving unemployment
compensation.

DISABILITY COMPENSATION

Disability compensation is a monthly tax-free benefit paid to Veterans who are at least 10%
disabled because of injuries or diseases that were incurred in or aggravated during active duty,
active duty for training, or inactive duty training. A disability can apply to physical conditions,
such as a chronic knee condition, as well as a mental health conditions, such as post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD).

Eligibility includes:

1
1
T
T
T

Service in the Uniformed Services on active duty, or

Active duty for training, or

Inactive duty training, and

You were discharged under other than dishonorable conditions, and

You are at least 10% disabled by an injury or disease that was incurred in or aggravated
during active duty or active duty for training, or inactive duty training

9

t
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How to apply:

1 Apply online using eBenefits https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/homepage
1 Work with an accredited representative or agent, or
I Go to a VA regional office and have a VA employee assist you.

DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSATION

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) is a tax free monetary benefit paid to eligible
survivors of military Service-members who died in the line of duty or eligible survivors of
Veterans whose death resulted from a service-related injury or disease.

Eligibility for a surviving spouse includes:

1 Married to a Service member who died on active duty, active duty for training, or inactive

duty training, or

Validly married the Veteran before January 1, 1957, or

Married the Veteran within 15 years of discharge from the period of military service in

which the disease or injury that caused the Veteran's death began or was aggravated, or

1 Was married to the Veteran for at least one year, or

9 Had a child with the Veteran, and

1 Cohabited with the Veteran continuously until the Veteran's death or, if separated, was
not at fault for the separation, and

9 Is not currently remarried

T
1

Eligibility for a surviving child includes:

1 Notincluded on the surviving spouse's DIC, and
1 Unmarried, and
1 Under age 18, or between the ages of 18 and 23 and attending school.

SPECIAL MONTHLY COMPENSATION (SMC)

SMC is an additional tax-free benefit that can be paid to Veterans, their spouses, surviving
spouses and parents. For Veterans, Special Monthly Compensation is a higher rate of
compensation paid due to special circumstances such as the need of aid and attendance by
another person or a specific disability, such as loss of use of one hand or leg. For spouses and
surviving spouses, this benefit is commonly referred to as aid and attendance and is paid based
on the need of aid and attendance by another person.

Eligibility includes:

9 Disability compensation recipients may be eligible for this additional tax-free benefit due
to the special circumstances of your disability, if you are housebound, or need help
performing daily living functions.

10


https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/homepage
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DISABILITY COMPENSATION FOR FORMER PRISONERS OF WAR (POWS)

If you are a former POW with disabilities related to your service and captivity, you may be
eligible for compensation. If you are diagnosed with one or more of the conditions listed below,
and at any time following active-duty military service your condition becomes at least 10%
disabling, VA will presume it is related to your POW experience.
http://www.benefits.va.gov/compensation/claims-postservice-pow.asp

You are eligible if:

T

=

=A =4 =4

You have osteoporosis (for claims filed on or after October 10, 2008, and you have a
diagnosis of post-traumatic stress disorder, or PTSD).

You have a neuropsychiatric condition, psychosis, dysthymic disorder (depressive
neurosis), or any of the anxiety states (for example, PTSD).

You still have damage from frostbite (detained in areas cold enough to cause frostbite).
You have post-traumatic osteoarthritis.

You have experienced a stroke or have complications from a stroke.

You have hypertensive vascular disease, including hypertensive heart disease, and
related complications.

For former POWs who were captive for 30 days or more, the following additional

conditions are presumed to be service connected:

T

=

Ho
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Osteoporosis (for claims filed on or after September 28, 2009; no PTSD diagnosis is
required)
Any nutritional deficiency, including avitaminosis, beriberi (including beriberi heart
disease), malnutrition (including optic atrophy connected to malnutrition), and pellagra
Helminthiasis
Peripheral neuropathy (except where directly related to infectious disease)
Peptic ulcer disease
Chronic dysentery
Irritable bowel syndrome
Cirrhosis of the liver
to Apply:
Contact your local POW Outreach Coordinator at your nearest VA Regional Office
Apply using eBenefits, or
Work with an accredited representative or agent, or
Go to a VA regional office and have a VA employee assist you.

o e

S
Y ARENSSSS
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http://www.benefits.va.gov/compensation/claims-postservice-pow.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/home.asp
http://www.ebenefits.va.gov/
http://www.va.gov/ogc/apps/accreditation/index.asp
http://www.va.gov/ogc/apps/accreditation/index.asp
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Pensions

To learn more about pensions offered by the VA visit
http://www.benefits.va.gov/pension/index.asp

SUPPLEMENTAL INCOME FOR WARTIME VETERANS

VA helps Veterans and their families cope with financial challenges by providing supplemental
income through the Veterans Pension benefit. Veterans Pension is a tax-free monetary benefit
payable to low-income wartime Veterans.

Eligibility includes:

1 Generally, a Veteran must have at least 90 days of active duty service, with at least one
day during a wartime period to qualify for a VA Pension. If you entered active duty after
September 7, 1980, generally you must have served at least 24 months or the full period
for which you were called or ordered to active duty (with some exceptions), with at least
one day during a wartime period.

In addition to meeting minimum service requirements, the Veteran must be:

Age 65 or older, or

Totally and permanently disabled, or

A patient in a nursing home receiving skilled nursing care, or
Receiving Social Security Disability Insurance, or

Receiving Supplemental Security Income

= =4 =8 -8 =9

SURVIVORS PENSION

The Survivors Pension Benefit, which may also be referred to as Death Pension, is a tax-free
monetary benefit payable to a low-income, un-remarried surviving spouse and/or unmarried
children of a deceased Veteran with wartime service.

Eligibility includes: The deceased Veteran must have met the following service
requirements:

1 For service on or before September 7, 1980, the Veteran must have served at least 90
days of active military service, with at least one day during a war time period.

91 If he or she entered active duty after September 7, 1980, generally he or she must have

served at least 24 months or the full period for which called or ordered to active duty with

at least one day during a war time period.

Was discharged from service under other than dishonorable conditions.

Survivors Pension is also based on your yearly family income, which must be less than

the amount set by Congress to qualify.

=a =

12
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While an un-remarried spouse is eligible at any age, a child of a deceased wartime
Veteran must be:

T
1

Under 18, or

Under age 23 if attending a VA-approved school, or
1 Permanently incapable of self-support due to a disability before age 18

Eligible Wartime Periods:

Under current law, VA recognizes the following wartime periods to determine eligibility

for VA Pension benefits:

T

=A =4 =4

Mexican Border Period (May 9, 1916 1 April 5, 1917 for Veterans who served in Mexico,

on its borders, or adjacent waters)

World War | (April 6, 1917 1 November 11, 1918)
World War Il (December 7, 19411 December 31, 1946)
Korean conflict (June 27, 1950 i January 31, 1955)

Vietnam era (February

28, 19611 May 7, 1975 for Veterans who served in the Republic

of Vietham during that period; otherwise August 5, 1964 i May 7, 1975)
Gulf War (August 2, 1990 i through a future date to be set by law or Presidential

Proclamation)

VA HOME LOANS

VA helps Service-members, Veterans, and eligible surviving spouses become homeowners. As
part of our mission to serve you, we provide a home loan guaranty benefit and other housing-
related programs to help you buy, build, repair, retain, or adapt a home for your own personal

occupancy.

VA Home Loans are provided by private lenders, such as banks and mortgage companies. VA
guarantees a portion of the loan, enabling the lender to provide you with more favorable terms.

Additional Benefits

Visit: http://benefits.va.gov/IHOMELOANS/purchaseco certificate.asp

REQUIRED:

1 Certificate of Eligibility: After establishing that you are eligible, you will need a
Certificate of Eligibility (COE). The COE verifies to the lender that you are eligible for
a VA-backed loan. This page describes the evidence you submit to verify your
eligibility for a VA home loan and how to submit the evidence and obtain a COE.

i Evidence Needed:

when applying.

The evidence you need depends on the nature of your eligibility.
Consult the table below to determine your category and the evidence you will need

13


http://benefits.va.gov/HOMELOANS/purchaseco_certificate.asp
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BURIAL BENEFITS

Available benefits include a gravesite in any of the 135 national cemeteries with available
space, opening and closing of the grave, perpetual care, a Government headstone or marker, a
burial flag, and a Presidential Memorial Certificate, at no cost to the family. Some Veterans may
also be eligible for Burial Allowances. Cremated remains are buried or inurned in national
cemeteries in the same manner and with the same honors as casketed remains. Call the
National Cemetery Scheduling Office at 1-866-900-6417.

Burial benefits available for spouses and dependents buried in a national cemetery include
burial with the Veteran, perpetual care, and the spouse or dependents name and date of birth
and death will be inscribed on the Veteran's headstone, at no cost to the family. Eligible
spouses and dependents may be buried, even if they predecease the Veteran.
NCA.Scheduling@va.gov

The Veterans family should make funeral or cremation arrangements with a funeral provider or
cremation office. Any item or service obtained from a funeral home or cremation office will be at
the family's expense.

VETERAN CARE GIVER SUPPORT:

Services for Family Caregivers of Post 9/11 Veterans

9 Family Caregivers provide crucial support in caring for Veterans. VA recognizes that
Family Caregivers in a home environment can enhance the health and well-being of
Veterans under VA care.

Under the "Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010," post-9/11
Veterans who sustained or aggravated a serious injury in the line of duty and their family
caregivers may qualify for the Program of Comprehensive Assistance to Family Caregivers.

ELIGIBILITY:

1 Veterans eligible for this program are those who sustained or aggravated a serious injury
T including traumatic brain injury, psychological trauma or other mental disorder i in the
line of duty, on or after September 11, 2001.

1 Veterans eligible for this program must also be in need of personal care services
because of an inability to perform one or more activities of daily living and/or need
supervision or protection based on symptoms or residuals of neurological impairment or
injury.

*If you think you fit the criteria for these services, please follow the link to answer some
preliminary questionshttp://www.caregiver.va.gov/apply
Additional application assistance is available at 1-877-222 VETS (8387).
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AID & ATTENDANCE AND HOUSEBOUND

Veterans and survivors who are eligible for a VA pension and require the aid and attendance of
another person, or are housebound, may be eligible for additional monetary payment. These
benefits are paid in addition to monthly pension, and they are not paid without eligibility to
Pension.

AID & ATTENDANCE (A&A)
The Aid & Attendance (A&A) increased monthly pension amount may be added to your monthly
pension amount.

Eligibility includes:

9 You require the aid of another person in order to perform personal functions required in
everyday living, such as bathing, feeding, dressing, attending to the wants of nature,
adjusting prosthetic devices, or protecting yourself from the hazards of your daily
environment

1 You are bedridden, in that your disability or disabilities requires that you remain in bed
apart from any prescribed course of convalescence or treatment

9 You are a patient in a nursing home due to mental or physical incapacity
1 Your eyesight is limited to a corrected 5/200 visual acuity or less in both eyes; or
concentric contraction of the visual field to 5 degrees or less
HOUSEBOUND

This increased monthly pension amount may be added to your monthly pension amount when
you are substantially confined to your immediate premises because of permanent disability.

CONCURRENT RETIREMENT/DISABILITY PAYMENTS

Concurrent Retirement/Disability Payments restore some or all military retired pay that was
deducted due to VA service connected disability compensation. Enrollment is automatic.

You are eligible if:

1 You are a member of the military who has served at least 20 years of credibility, and
1 You are 50% or more disabled
1 The disabilities do not have to be combat related

15



. B CONGRESSWOMAN
7. ERRI SEWELL

REPRESENTING ALABAMA'S 7TH DISTRICT

=

Alabama Department of Veteran Affairs Resources

Mission: To promote awareness, assist eligible veterans, their families, and survivors to receive
from the U. S. and State Governments any and all benefits to which they may be entitled under
existing or future laws to be enacted.

The Alabama Department of Veteran s 6 Af fairs (ADVA) has Veterans S
50 counties throughout the State of Alabama. The primary function of the ADVA Veterans

Service Offices is to assist veterans, their dependents, and survivors in the application and

processing of claims for benefits and entitlements available from the U.S. Department of

Veterans Affairs and the benefits provided for veterans by law from the State of Alabama

earned by honorable service in the armed forces of the United States.

Services include the processing of compensation and pension applications; appeal VA
decisions; file for survivors death benefits; apply for aid and attendance and housebound
benefits; certification of claim documents; request for military service records; upgrade military
discharges; apply for special veteran license plates.

Find your Veterans Service Office: http://va.alabama.gov/county select.aspx

District 2 (Central)
Rogers Wilson

District Manager

ADVA District Lead Points of Contacts:

District 1: Timothy Edgil | Phone: (205) 274-2287 | 1004 2™ Ave East, Rm 13 | Oneonta, AL
35121 | Email: timothy.edgil@va.alabama.gov

District 2: Rogers Wilson | Phone: (205) 669-3835 | 54 Kelly Ln. | Columbiana, AL 35051 |
Email: rogers.wilson@va.alabama.gov

District 3: Lynda Jenkins | Phone: (334) 832-1392 | 125 Washington Ave., 2" Floor, Rm 223 |
Montgomery, AL 36102 | Email: lynda.jenkins@va.alabama.gov
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Alabama G.l. Dependents Scholarship

This nationally renowned program was created by Act 633 and approved October 1947 by the Alabama
Legislature. It is administered by the Alabama Department of Veterans Affairs and is governed by the
Code of Alabama 1975, Section 31-6-1. The veteran must meet the following qualifications to establish
eligibility of his/her dependents. A dependent is defined as a child, stepchild, spouse or the un-remarried
widow (er) of the veteran.

Military Service: The veteran must have honorably served at least 90 days of continuous active
federal military service or honorably discharged by reason of service-connected disability after
serving less than 90 days of continuous active federal military service.

Disability Requirements: The veteran must be rated 20% or more due to service-connected
disabilities or have held the qualifying rating at the time of death, a former prisoner of war
(POW), declared missing in action (MIA), died as the result of a service-connected disability, or
died while on active military service in the line of duty.

Residency Requirements: The veteran must have been a permanent civilian resident of the
State of Alabama for at least one year immediately prior to (a) the initial entry into active military
service or (b) any subsequent period of military service in which a break (1 year or more) in
service occurred and the Alabama civilian residency was established. Permanently service-
connected veterans rated at 100% who did not enter service from Alabama, may qualify after
establishing at least five years of permanent residency in Alabama immediately prior to the filing
of an application or immediately prior to death, if deceased.

Student Entitlement: As of fall 2009, children and stepchildren of qualified veterans may
receive five standard academic years (10 semesters) at any Alabama state-supported institution
of higher learning or a prescribed course of study at any state-supported technical school
without payment of any tuition, mandatory textbooks or instructional fees.

Additionally, eligible spouses and un-remarried widow(er)s of a qualified veteran rated as 100%
permanently and totally disabled may also receive five standard academic years (10 semesters)
at any Alabama state-supported institution of higher learning or a prescribed course of study at
any state-supported technical school without payment of any tuition, mandatory textbooks or
instructional fees.

Exception: As of Fall 2009, a spouse or un-remarried widow (er) of a veteran rated 20% to 90%
disabled is entitled to three standard academic years (6 semesters) without payment of tuition,
mandatory textbooks, and instructional fees or completion of the duration of one prescribed
technical course not to exceed 18 months.

Participants in the program prior to Fall 2009 are eligible for four, standard, academic years (8
semesters) or two standard academic years (4 semesters), respectively.

Note: Applicants applying for benefits under the scholarship program beginning on or after fall
2014 (August 1, 2014) will be eligible for benefits at the in-state and undergraduate tuition rate.

Note: Applicants who were previously denied benefits

status may re-apply and receive benefits under the scholarship program to include graduate
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courses if applicable. Applications for previously denied applicants must be resubmitted and
received at ADVA Headquarters prior to August 1, 2015 in order to receive benefits at this
capacity.

Age Deadline: The child or stepchild must initiate training under our program prior to his/her
26th birthday. In certain situations, a child or stepchild may be eligible for our program up to the
age of 30. If the applicant is a stepchild, the veteranandt he st epchi |l dds parent
married prior to the childbés 19th birthday.

Note: This deadline may be extended for previously denied applicants who were denied based
solely on the veterands peaceti me s tcatibngsustbé n or de
resubmitted and received at ADVA Headquarters prior to August 1, 2015.

Application Assistance: The Alabama Department of Veterans Affairs maintains offices
throughout the state which can furnish information and assist you in filing your application. To
find your nearest Veterans Service Office, visit the Veterans Service Office Locator Page for
contact options.

For more information visit http://va.alabama.qgov/qgi dep scholarship.aspx

TUITION WAIVER FOR PURPLE HEART MEDAL RECIPIENTS

Public institutions of higher learning in the State of Alabama, including two-year and four-year
postsecondary technical colleges, community colleges, and junior colleges, may waive tuition
and fees for recipients of the Purple Heart Medal for undergraduate studies.

Veterans Driver® License

Veterans have the option of displaying proof of military service on their driver licenses.

Veteransmu st visit one of the Al abama Department of P
offices and present a Record of Separation Honorable Discharge or DD-214 form from the U.S.
Department of Defense that reflectsthei r di scharge was fAhonorabl ed or
honorable conditions."

There is no additional charge for the veteran designation for a first-time driver license applicant
or for an individual seeking to renew his or her license. A veteran who chooses to add the
designation before his or her renewal date, however, must pay the standard fee for a duplicate
license.

DRIVER LICENSE
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Distinctive License Plates

To obtain a Veterans Distinctive License Plate from the list below, veterans must first obtain
an affidavit from an Alabama Department of Veterans Affairs Veteran Service Office. The
affidavit will state the veteran's eligibility for the license plate. Veterans should hand carry to the
VSO a copy of their DD Form 214, deployment orders, or signed letter from unit commander
verifying service along with a valid Driver's License for verification. Veterans will present the
affidavit to their County License Office for the distinctive license plate.

Veterans can call their local Veterans Service Office for more information about the Alabama
Distinctive Military/Veterans License Plate Program. To find your nearest Veterans Service
Office, visit the Veterans Service Office Locator Page for contact options.

ALABAMA * =

§J AFGHANISTAN
VETERAN

ALABAMA@

000000

. , Combat Wounded ,!

¢ BRONZE STAR MEDAL @ ~

Many more plates from which to pick: http://www.va.state.al.us/tags.aspx
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